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Ten Very Unique New Year Financial Resolutions
Go beyond the basics and think creatively about how you

approach money

The New Year is a time for
fresh starts and setting goals,
but when it comes to financial
planning, the resolutions often
seem predictable: save more,
spend less, and budget better.
While these are undeniably
important, there’s an
opportunity to think outside
the box. Below are ten unique
financial resolutions that might
surprise you — and inspire you
to approach your financial
goals with creativity and
purpose.

1). Conduct a "Value
Alignment" Audit on Your
Spending

Take a close look at your
spending habits from the past
year and ask yourself: “Does
this align with my values?”
Identify areas where you’re
spending money on things that
don’t truly matter to you and
redirect those funds toward
what brings joy and 

fulfillment. This is less about
cutting back and more about
intentionality.

2). Invest in Community
Impact

Find a way to use your
financial resources to make a
direct impact in your
community. This could mean
contributing to a local non-
profit, funding a micro-loan
for a small business owner,
or even starting a
neighborhood improvement
project. Consider it a way to
grow your wealth in goodwill
and connections.

3). Declutter Your Financial
"Closet"

Just like cleaning out your
wardrobe, take a Marie
Kondo approach to your
financial accounts. Close old
bank accounts, consolidate
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retirement plans from past
jobs, and eliminate unused
credit cards. Simplifying your
financial life can reduce stress
and help you stay organized.

4). Create a "Fun Fund" for
Spontaneous Adventures

Financial planning doesn’t
always have to be serious. Set
aside a specific amount of
money for unplanned, joyful
experiences. Whether it’s a
last-minute weekend getaway
or tickets to a surprise concert,
this fund ensures you can say
“yes” to life’s unexpected
delights without guilt.

5). Barter for Goods and
Services

Explore bartering as a way to
save money and build
relationships. Offer your skills
in exchange for something you
need. For example, if you’re a
graphic designer, trade your
expertise for yoga classes. This
resolution is a fun way to
stretch your budget and create
meaningful exchanges.

6). Start a Financial
“Gratitude” Practice

Each month, write down
three things you’re grateful
for about your financial
situation. This could include
things like being debt-free,
having a supportive partner
who contributes financially,
or even just having access to
clean water. Cultivating
gratitude can shift your
mindset and help you
appreciate progress over
perfection.

7). Commit to a Monthly
“No-Spend Challenge”

Instead of resolving to cut
back in a general sense,
choose one month out of the
year to engage in a no-spend
challenge. During this
month, only spend on
essentials and use the
opportunity to get creative
with what you already have.
The savings from this
challenge can be redirected
toward a specific financial
goal.
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8). Learn One New Financial
Skill

Rather than focusing solely on
financial outcomes, make it a
goal to learn a skill that
enhances your financial
literacy. This could be
mastering the art of
negotiating, learning the basics
of investing in cryptocurrency,
or even understanding how to
read financial statements.
Knowledge is a powerful
financial asset.

9). Plan a "Legacy Day"

Set aside one day to think
about the legacy you want to
leave behind. This isn’t just
about estate planning; it’s
about how your financial
decisions today can positively
impact future generations or
causes you care about.
Document your wishes and
take steps to align your actions
with your legacy goals.

10). Turn Financial Planning
Into a Social Activity

Invite friends or family to a

financial planning brunch or
game night. Share tips, set
goals together, or even
create accountability
groups. Turning financial
planning into a community
effort can make it less
daunting and more
enjoyable.

Why These Resolutions
Matter

These resolutions push you
to go beyond the basics and
think creatively about how
you approach money. They
focus on values, community,
and personal growth rather
than rigid rules.

By incorporating even one or
two of these unique ideas
into your New Year’s
resolutions, you’ll not only
build a healthier financial
future but also foster a
deeper connection to what
truly matters.

Which of these will you add
to your list?
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